SEARCH   FOR  A  RULER
1920, had come to regard *Abdullah as the prospective Amir
of Iraq. He'had demurred, therefore, at the proposal which
the Acting Civil Commissioner had telegraphed following; the
collapse of the Syrian Government. The telegram, in part,
was as follows:
'Will His Majesty's Government consider possibility of
offering him Amirate of Mesopotamia? Objections enter-
tained on this side to creation of Amirate have hitherto been
primarily that no suitable person could be found. We have
always regarded Faisal as booked for Syria. Nothing that I
have heard during the last few months has led me to modify
my views of unsuitability of 'Abdullah and our experience
of last few weeks in Baghdad makes it fairly clear that no
local candidate will be successful in obtaining sufficient
support here to enable him to make good.'1
Mr. Montagu, on behalf of the India Office, had favourably
received the suggestion, but it was dropped0 in deference to
Lord Curzon and to the Quai d'Orsay which made it clear that
Amir Faisal's 'employment in Mesopotamia immediately after
his expulsion from Syria, would be regarded by French
opinion as an unfriendly act*.3
Lord Curzon in the following months experienced a change
of heart. Once the provisional Government was well under way
he adopted, with the approval of the Middle East Committee,
the policy of installing Faisal in 'Iraq.
On December iyth, Lord Curzon, as Secretary of State
for Foreign Affairs and Chairman of the Interdepartmental
Committee on Middle East Affairs, deputed Colonel Kinahan
Cornwallis, then attached to the Foreign Office, to call on the
same day upon Amir Faisal, who was then in London, and to
offer him the throne of 'Iraq. Colonel Cornwallis had been in
close touch with Arab affairs in general and had been closely
1 Cited Wilson, Sir A. T., Mesopotamia, 1917-1920, p. 306.
2 Nevertheless, Sharif 'Abdullah felt it necessary to deny in October, 1920, in
Al-Falldh (Mecca) that Faisal would take his place in 'Iraq.
3 Telegram No. 1539, India Office to Viceroy, Simla, for Sir Percy Cox,
September loth, 1920.
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